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Fermented Sauce and Wasen (Japanese Wooden Boats): A Short
Note on a Cultural Tradition

Kumi Makino
Department of Education, Kamakura Women’s University

Abstract

This paper focuses on a change in the cultural tradition of soy sauce production in Shodoshima, one of the
islands in the Seto Inland Sea in western Japan. Traditional soy sauce production saw a shift to mass produc-
tion in the Edo Period in the 17th century, when the westward sailing route connecting the Sea of Japan and
Osaka, a new business center, via the Seto Inland Sea was opened. Techniques for building wooden ships such
as running a handsaw down the seam between planks were introduced by ship carpenters and probably used
for building big wooden barrels of the soy sauce fermentation process. These facts show that soy sauce is quite

a recent renovation and raise some important questions about what tradition and cultural properties really are.
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