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Oedipus’ Brothers: The Karamazovs’ Subconscious and Symbolism

Noritake Yoshioka
Department of Child Psychology, Kamakura Women’s University

Abstract

This paper discusses the multiple aspects of the subconscious in Dostoevsky’s The Brothers Karamazov

focusing on the Oedipal theme with relevant preceding studies in mind. I set two levels in the text-the dramatic

level in which Fyodor and Dmitry fight for a woman and money, and the metaphysical level in which Ivan and
Alesha fight on the theme of God and Justice, thus shedding light on the hidden desires of the characters’

subconscious centered around the dramatic and metaphysical “parricide,” with 19th century Russian society

in perspective, and when necessary putting it into contrast with the modern Western world.
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