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“Routashi” in the tale of Ochikubo
An Affectionate Mind toward Socially Patronizing Actions

Atsuko Fukutome
Department of Education, Kamakura Women’s University

Abstract

The paper examines the adjective, “routashi” in Japanese that began to be used in the middle of Heian era.

“Routashi” is usually defined in dictionaries as the passion with which a person wants to do something for
a powerless person by all means, but the relationship to each other has not been explained.

Investigating the routashis in the tale of Ochikubo, they are used not only as the protective desire of the pro-
tector toward the powerless woman, but also at the same time the protector is shifting into protecting actions

socially. Therefore, we can consider that “routashi” is the key of the tale.

Key words: routashi, ochikubo monogatari, intention to protect, relationship of patoronage, sad plight of pow-

erless persons



