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A Discussion on the Reform of “Brush-using Calligraphy” under
the Curriculum Council in the Academic Years of 1956 and 1957.

Hayato Sugiyama
Department of Primary Education, Kamakura Women’s University Junior College

Abstract

Brush-using calligraphy was named “shosha” under the 1958 course of study for elementary and junior
high schools. In this study, the process of deliberation at the Curriculum Council during the academic years
of 1956-57 was reviewed in order to determine its historical significance. After considering the deliberation on
brush-using calligraphy among calligraphy educators and Japanese philology educators, the Ministry of
Education categorized brush-using calligraphy not as an artistic ability but as “ability to copy words”, or

“shosha”.
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