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Revision of Lyrics for the Hoiku Shoka “Six Balls”: Focusing on
Fuyu Toyoda’s Autograph Manuscripts
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Abstract

Hoiku Shoka (“Six Balls; a collection of childcare and educational songs), with the lyrics written by one
of the first Japanese kindergarten teachers of the Tokyo Women’s Normal School Kindergarten, Fuyu Toyoda
(1845-1941), has long been an enigma for researchers in the field. The aim of this study is to clarify the crea-
tive process behind “Six Balls” by analyzing six autograph manuscripts concerning the songs written by

Toyoda, which manuscripts are owned by Toyoda family. The study reveals that the lyrics to three out of nine

of the songs, “Red,” “Yellow,” and “Blue” were devised more frequently in the song cycle.
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