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Changes in Social Norms among Adolescents:
Focusing on the Time Effect
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Abstract

It has been suggested that normative consciousness in young people has weakened in recent times. Changes
in normative consciousness on the basis of the time course effect were investigated quantitatively and qualita-
tively at three time points (2003, 2009, and 2011 (social crisis)). The results indicated that normative con-
sciousness as measured quantitatively has not weakened over time and has actually strengthened for certain
norms. When assessed qualitatively, participants that considered judgments related to norms to be a matter of
personal choice were found not to have increased over time. Most participants recognized norms as moral ob-

ligations, or conventions. The above results are discussed in relation to social and economic conditions.
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