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Comparative Analysis of Land Use Change from the
Taisho Era to the Present in Kamakura City, Kanagawa, Japan

Shuhei Hayaishi

Abstract

I analyzed the pattern of land use changes in 39.5km’ of Kamakura City using a 1:25,000 scale map from
1921 and a current vegetation map. The results revealed that croplands are lesser by nearly one-tenth now as
compared to in the Taisho era, and forests have been reduced by almost half. On the other hand, urban areas
are five times larger. Such a drastic change in land use appears to have affected wild fauna and flora in both

urban and suburban areas. For instance, a local population of wild Japanese medaka had become extinct in the

area analyzed.
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