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Study on the NCEA in Secondary Education in New Zealand:
From the Perspective of ESOL Programs
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Abstract

This paper puts its focus on the ESOL programs and the National Certificate of Educational Achievement
(NCEA) in secondary education in New Zealand. NCEA is a new qualification system introduced in 2002.
The assessment criteria shown in this paper is derived from a classroom observation conducted in 2010. It was
found that the new system could provide plenty of opportunities for every student, especially for low achievers,
to get a good grade in their English learning. In conclusion, the issue of implementing can-do statements into

the evaluation of students’ language ability is discussed.
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% 1. NCEA O L ~N)L & JFEHAL

LAy i Sis
Level 1 80 credits are required at any level (level 1, 2 or 3) includAing literacyAand numeracy.
(L~ 1 DL O HBOHML A EE T, BUF8HINL & JiEh v A4 VB8 Iz AL T L)
Level 2 60 credits at level 2 or above + 20 credits from any level
(L~ 2 P OB HSORN ASMHET, 5 B20HALIFfth L ~ v D Hifip & O FEE W)
Level 3 60 credits at level 3 or above + 20 credits from level 2 or above
(L~ov 2 DL EOFR HBOHAIALEET, 5 B20HALE L ~)L 2 PLEO BT & O &)
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il il AL e
Achieved . Speak in a formal situation to communicate ideas with supporting detail.
. Structure content and use language and a level of formality appropriate to audience and
purpose.
. Speak audibly to an audience using some eye contact, variation of voice and body lan-
guage.
Achieved . Speak in a formal situation to communicate ideas with supporting detail and explanation.
with . Structure content and use language and a level of formality appropriate to audience and
Merit purpose.
. Speak audibly to an audience with some confidence using appropriate eye contact, varia-
tion of voice and body language.
Achieved . Speak in a formal situation to communicate convincing ideas with supporting detail and
with explanation.
Excellence . Structure content and use language and a level of formality appropriate to audience and
purpose to effect.
. Speak audibly to an audience with confidence and impact consistently using voice, eye
contact, and body language for deliberate effect.
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