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Potentiality of Jidoujiritsushien-shisetsu
—Significance and Problem of the Small Cottage System—

Minako Kasuga

Abstract

A kanka-in (reform school) becomes a kyougo-in (home for juvenile training and education), and then a
Jidoujiritsushien-shisetsu (children’s self-reliance support facility). This year the facility completes 111 years.
On this long history, couple-staff as a housefather and mother live together with maltreated-children.
Syousyafuufu-sei (the small cottage system) educates children mind freedom is the center of juvenile reform,
and has continued. However, as times have changed, many problems continue to increase.

For example, the switch to a system based on shifts, diversification of home-children, differentiation of
welfare and judicial, systems.

It is the parents’ role to care for their children and raise them with love. However, the function of their role
has been deteriorating. Therefore, the significance of the small cottage system and its role are important as a

substitute for the home and a place for renewal.
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