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“A Curriculum for Excellence” and “Active Learning”
Education in Scotland: A Bibliographical Review

in Early

Kana Nashimoto

Abstract

A Curriculum for Excellence (CfE) implemented by the Scottish Government established a coherent frame-
work for education of all students aged from 3 to 18. The Building the Curriculum (BtC) series provides prac-
tical guidelines for CfE and a concept of “active learning.” This article outlines a curriculum transformation
in the early stages and some measures to support continuity between preschool and the first year of primary
school (P1) and beyond in Scotland. While increased attention was paid to literacy and numeracy in the 1999
curriculum for ages 3-5, BtC2 in 2007 underlined the high priority of “active learning” including purposeful
play. BtC3 in 2008 presented an interactive and holistic learning approach and established partnerships among

all preschool P1 settings, including the public, private, and volunteer sectors.
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