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Norms and Nature in Spinoza’s Philosophy of Law:
A Comparison with Hobbes’s Theory

Takaaki Kawai

Department of Education, Kamakura Women’s University

Abstract

This paper examines the originality of Spinoza’s philosophy of law in comparison with Hobbes’s. Both

theories contain some elements of legal positivism, deploying the so-called “command theory of law.”

However, a close examination reveals that both philosophers have certain characteristics as natural lawyers.

While natural law in Hobbes is related to moral law, which is faithful to the traditions of classical natural law

theory, Spinoza’s natural law is devoid of normative elements and has a genuinely descriptive character. This

concept of anormative natural law makes it possible to transcend the scheme of classical natural law theory.
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