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Drawing and Craftwork in Elementary School Entrance Examinations:
An Introductory Study

Kana Nashimoto
Department of Child Studies, Kamakura Women’s University

Abstract

In elementary school entrance examinations, drawing and craftwork require more than expressive skills and
artistry, but rather the ability to understand and explain the context, and the overall ability to learn in a group
as a child. In addition, they are generally expected to have figurative and “easy to understand” expressions.
Early childhood education that prepares children for examinations is widespread in the Tokyo area, and meth-
ods have been established to help children learn forms of drawing and craftwork that can be completed effi-
ciently. While this can be an opportunity for children to become familiar with drawing and crafts and
expressing themselves, there is also a risk that they may avoid abstract and “hard-to-understand” expressions.
It is necessary to view private art education activities as an object of collaboration between school education

and regional education to develop better art activities for pre-school children.

Key words: elementary school entrance examination, private art class, drawing and craftwork, out-of-school

art and cultural activities, elementary school course of study
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