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On the Scientific Treatment of Right and Wrong in Hegel's Philosophy of
Right : A Philosophical Elucidation of Punishment

Takashi Tokumasu
Department of Child Studies, Kamakura Women’s University

Abstract

This paper aims to elucidate the philosophical sense of punishment in Hegel’s Philosophy of Right.—In the
‘abstract Right’ the abstractness of a person is sublated and is placed to the concrete contexts. Analyzing the
concept of property brings out the relations to the other person and analyzing the concept of contract brings
out the necessity of wrong. Wrong is a denial of right, and wrong is sharpened to crime and at this stage uni-
versal rightness manifests. The necessity of this process and the actuality of the universal rightness are based

on the inseparable relation between crime and punishment.
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