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Child-raising support through modelling workshop activities in
concert with the university, local authorities and civic groups:
Combined practical activity of Sakae Ward, Yokohama City and
Kamakura Women’s University called “Art Caravan”

Yano, Makoto * Takagaki, Mayumi * Tazume, Hirotsugu

Abstract

The purpose of this research is to provide practical child raising support through modelling workshop activities
called “Art Caravan” as a combined activity of Sakae Ward in Yokohama City, Kamakura Women's University, local
authorities and civic groups.

The actual form of this venture is that between April 2006 and March 2007, there should be a total of 12 workshops
for infants and their parents featuring four different types of modelling activities, three times per type, after which the
participating parents will be asked to fill in a questionnaire. This time, based on the results and any problems that were
brought to light from the first questionnaire, as well as points for amelioration, participants were able to report on how
the next modelling workshop should be improved.

Throughout the actual practice, communication between the parents and the infants was promoted; moreover,
university mentors suggested ways in which the modelling workshop could be effective in providing child-raising
support and there was also a great deal of communication between students and parents. Furthermore, looking towards
future practice sessions, we intend to continue to promote interaction between the parents and the infants by means of
the intellectual resources at the disposal of the university. We have also been able to study the role of the local
administration in bringing the two parties together with the result that child-raising support is being provided by a

threesome partnership.

Keywords : Art Caravan, Modelling workshop, Child-raising support, Combined practical actiVity
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