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A Study of the Process of Developing Students' Early Childhood
Practitioner Identity: Investigation from Mock Childcare Practice

Tazume, Hirotsugu * Koizumi, Yuko

Abstract

This paper is a study on the effect of mock childcare practice, which gives practitioner trainees an opportunity to
obtain a type of early childhood practitioner identity. The analysis, based on two indicators, “a growing desire for a
career in early childhood education,” and “acquisition of self-confidence,” attempts to discover which traits students
with a more positive tendency toward the achievement of early childhood practitioner identity possess, and which
traits students with a more diffusion tendency possess. The analysis shows that students with a developing early
childhood practitioner identity have a stronger desire to further develop their childcare skills, participate in mock
childcare sessions with a clear professional image, and evaluate their own practice efforts highly.

Based on the results of our questionnaire, we discuss the importance of students developing such a clear early
childhood practitioner identity, particularly through improved management of class sessions in which students

participate in mock childcare practice.
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