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Bacterial Contaminations in Commercial Rice Balls
and Shelf Life of Rice Balls

YosuipA Keiko * KATO Hiroko

Rice balls are popular food in Japan. In recent years, they sell a variety of rice balls with perishable food

materials at the stores near the station. Therefore bacterial examinations were carried out on rice balls, and

preservation tests at 30°C on them. Bacterial counts in 78 samples showed from 10' to 10° CFU/g. Coliforms

were found in 22.4% of the samples, but Staphylococcus aureus and Esherichia coli were negative in all samples.

In the preservation tests of rice balls at 30°C, bacterial growths were observed on half of samples after 3

hours.
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