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Abstract

In this study, I investigated early modern and modern “Ateji”, which are thought to have originated from the ex-

planations of Chinese words in “7o-wa” dictionaries.

In the Edo and modern periods, there were “7o-wa” dictionaries, and the explanations were looked like ‘fu-

rigana” for Chinese words. These Chinese words were sometimes used as “Ateji”.

However, Chinese words used as “Ateji” were not only new Chinese words that had flowed into Japan in the Edo

period, but also included Chinese words that had been used as “Afeji” in Japan since ancient times, and Chinese

words that can be found in old Japanese dictionaries.

It is thought that these were introduced in “7o-wa” dictionaries along with the new Chinese words, and that they

subsequently became established in Japanese as “Ateji” rather than as “jiongo”.
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