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A Study of the “Kagaribi” Chapter of The Tale of Genji:
“The Sky and the Smoke,” the Poems Exchanged between
Hikaru-Genji and Tamakazura

Saori Shibamura
Department of Education, Kamamura Women’s University

Abstract

In the “Kagaribi” Chapter of The Tale of Genji Hikaru-Genji presents his waka poem to Tamakazura. In the
poem he compares his affection for her to the smoke of a bonfire in the garden. In reply she too makes a poem
in which she compares the relation between them to the sky and the smoke. In this paper I will make it clear
how skillfully Murasaki-Shikibu portrays the character of Tamakazura in this poetical exchange which also

gives an important clue to a new interpretation of the exchange of waka poems.

Key words: The Tale of Genji, Tamakazura, bonfire



