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A Study of the Connection between the Contents of Childcare
Teacher Training Programs and Employment Examinations

Azuma, Yukari « Shirakawa, Yoshiko

Abstract

We have been working on the training for childcare teachers for a long time and the contents of childcare that we
teach include expression, human relationship, training for childcare internship and music. Also, we advise each student
before and after their internship outside our classes. In the course of childcare, it is really important for students to get
jobs related to their specialties. A previous study showed that students who got jobs related to their specialties were
satisfied with the education that they had received at college (Abe & Shirakawa, 2006).

The purpose of this present study is to investigate what knowledge and abilities are necessary for childcare majors
by using the reports on employment examinations. Then, we will discuss the connection between the needs of
kindergartens and nursery schools and the contents of childcare teacher training program. In this study, the subjects
were the total of 207 students who submitted the reports of employment examinations (121 candidates for kindergarten
including 73 two-year-college students, 1 three-year-college student and 46 four-year-college students and an
unknown subject; 86 candidates for nursery schools including 62 two-year-college students, 1 three-year-college
student, 22 four-year-college students and an unknown subject). ‘

The results were as follows:

First, approximately 80% of the subjects took the employment examinations of kindergartens and nursery schools
in Kanagawa prefecture.

Second, regarding the season of the examinations, most of the kindergartens carried them out during the period
from late October to late November, while nursery schools did during the period from late November to late
December.

Third, regarding the contents of the employment examinations, there were 3 types: (1) interview (conducted at 95%
of the kindergartens and nursery schools) , (2) piano playing (at 84% of the kindergartens and 58% of the nursery
schools) and (3) essay (given under such topics as “Ideal childcare teacher” or “How to interact with children in
various situations”). Some specific and distinctive topics were seen in both kindergartens (e.g., “handicapped

children) and nursery schools (e.g., “food and nutrition education”), questioning about the wider range of childcare
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teacher training program.
These findings suggest that the needs of kindergartens and nursery schools toward students included various things

in expertise. Our future task is to utilize these findings for our curriculum.

Key words: childcare teacher training, curriculum, employment examinations
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