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Abstract

There is no clear evidence to show that the caulking method of using makihada, the inner bark of a tree
(mainly podocarp), was used for making large barrels for the traditional fermentation of soy sauce. The
author interviewed one of the last traditional coopers making large barrels, Mr. Fujii and his family in the
Sakai region of Osaka, and confirmed that this caulking method once was an important process. Caulking with
makihada was one of the techniques used for building wooden ships and it might have been introduced to the

making of large barrels as a result of the westward sailing route developed in the 17th century.
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